  Barnsley Leaders Press Report 9 NOVEMBER 2008 

Barnsley Leaders U16s, trailing by eleven points in the second period, fought back to win by ten, against Tees Valley Mohawks in their opening game of the EBL North East Conference at Middlesbrough on Sunday.

Leaders’ squad had an international flavour with Filippino born point guard Kenny Erasga from St Wilfrids RC High School Pontefract, and Lithuanian born guard Aivaras Vosylius from Holgate sports college Barnsley, making their EBL debuts. Erasga was in the starting line up alongside guards Alex Spencer and Zac Danks and forwards David Price and Arran Bailey. Foulstone school student Bailey, still one year underage, was the only Leader with previous experience in last season’s U16 team.
The Mohawks guard Baksh scored twice as he finished off two early fast breaks but Kenny Erasga recorded his first two EBL baskets to level the scores at 4-4. Alex Spencer made a good steal and broke clear to open his account and David Price got his first points under the boards as the first period closed with the Mohawks 14-10 in front.

Joe Perkins replaced Arran Bailey, who had only arrived in Manchester from the USA, earlier in the day, and Yorkshire U14 guard Reece Marshall replaced his U14 team mate Zac Danks at the start of the second period. Colligan hit a three pointer for Tees Valley as they opened a 23-12 lead. Marshall finished off a fast break to reduce the arrears to 23-14 as coach Ben Beaumont called a Leaders’time out.
Forward Bailey, rebounding strongly at both ends, hit his first points as the Leaders returned on court with a 5-0 run to close the first half six points behind at 25-19.
The Middlesbrough team persisted with the same zone defence throughout the game, whilst the Leaders switched their defensive options. This paid off well for the Leaders who swept in front with an 11-2 split in the third period. Erasga (6), Spencer (2), Bailey (2) and Price (1) scoring the points.
As the final period opened Barnsley held a 30-27 lead and they hit hard again with a 15-4 run to effectively take the game beyond the Mohawks’ reach. Bailey contributed eight points as he dominated the opponents’ key, guard Nathan Lee added his first four EBL points, and David Price got three more.
The home team rallied with nine points in the last three minutes but Barnsley held on well to record a 50-40 win. Bailey top scored for the Leaders with15 and speedy guard Baksh top scored for the Mohawks with 12.

Leaders U16s

Arran Bailey capt.15, Kenny Erasga 10, Alex Spencer 8, David Price 8, Nathan Lee 4, Reece Marshall 2, Matrin Farmery 2,  Joe Perkins 1, Aivaras Vosylius,  Zac Danks, Ryan Bramley, Coaches Ben Beaumont Dave Dibb.

The U16s next opponents are Doncaster Danum Eagles at Darfield on Saturday 22 November, on the same day the U14s travel to Thirsk to meet Thirsk Thunder and York Vikings.

Darfield Dunkers are in action on Sunday(16 November) at the South Yorkshire Tournament in Sheffield.

